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Junior League of Dallas to Serve Three new community programs FOR 2009-2010
DALLAS (April 3, 2009) – The Junior League of Dallas will honor the 41 agencies selected for its 2009-2010 Community Program at a breakfast on Tuesday, April 7, at JLD Headquarters.  For the upcoming year, the JLD will send more than 1,000 volunteers into the community, donating 120,000 hours and more than $1 million in funding to nonprofit organizations throughout the Dallas area.  Three new agencies – The Family Place, Friends of the Dallas Public Library and The Arc of Dallas – will receive a total of 41 volunteers and approximately $9,000 in donations.
The Family Place works to eliminate family violence through intervention, proactive prevention and extensive community education, as well as advocacy and assistance for victims and their families.  JLD volunteers will help staff the Child Development Center, the resale shop and the Safe Campus front desk and summer camps.  “The Family Place is a natural addition to our community program as the Junior League is focused on the reduction of family violence and assisting the victims, the majority of whom are women and children,” says Susan McCutchan, Chair of the JLD’s Research and Development Committee.
With Friends of the Dallas Public Library, JLD members will volunteer with the Every Child Ready to Read program and lead reading readiness workshops, with the goal of bringing books into the lives of newborns, toddlers and preschoolers, and giving them the skills and desire to learn to read. These workshops also will enable parents and teachers to bond with children through books, helping these adults to enhance their role as their child’s first teachers.
The Arc of Dallas aims to improve the quality of life for people with intellectual and related developmental disabilities.  JLD volunteers will assist with Leadership Institute classes in which participants will learn leadership and self-advocacy skills.  Participants will specifically learn about their civil rights, forming their own opinions, their responsibilities as active community participants, public speaking, volunteering and other related topics.
The JLD partner agencies for 2009-2010 fall into six issue areas: 

Arts and Cultural Enrichment – Booker T. Washington High School for the Performing and Visual Arts; Dallas Arboretum; Dallas Museum of Art; Dallas Zoological Society; Museum of Nature & Science

Education – Adopt-A-Star School; East Dallas Community School; Education Is Freedom; Friends of the Dallas Public Library; Notre Dame School; Rise School of Dallas; The Arc of Dallas

Family Preservation – Baylor Health Care System Foundation; Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Dallas; Bryan's House; Catholic Charities of Dallas; Girls Incorporated of Metropolitan Dallas; Jonathan's Place; Ronald McDonald House of Dallas

Health – Children's Medical Center; Equest Therapeutic Horsemanship; Gilda's Club North Texas; Methodist Health System Foundation; Parkland Foundation; Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children; The Senior Source, Senior Citizens of Greater Dallas

Poverty Intervention – Attitudes & Attire; Dallas Area Habitat for Humanity; Interfaith Housing Coalition; North Dallas Shared Ministries; The Stewpot; Vickery Meadow Learning Center; The Wilkinson Center

Violence Intervention – Community Partners of Dallas; CONTACT Crisis Line; Dallas CASA; Dallas Children's Advocacy Center; Genesis Women's Shelter; Our Friends Place; Promise House; The Family Place

Junior League of Dallas 
The Junior League of Dallas is an organization of women committed to promoting volunteerism, developing the potential of women and improving the community through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.  In 2008-2009, the League’s 1,800 Active members will contribute more than $1 million and 120,000 volunteer hours within the community.  For more information, go to www.jld.net.
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